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HOSPITAL FOR SICK CHILDREN.
CONGENITAL DISLOCATION OF ONE HIP.

Under the care of ATHOL A. JOHNSON, Esq.
WE were indebted to Mr. Johnson's kindness for an opportu-
nity of examining the other day an interesting case of the
above affection, which derives some practical interest from the
fact, that it had previously escaped detection and been con-
founded with the ordinary morbus coxariuis. The patient, a
girl, ten years of age, was the child of a woman who had suf-
fered from venereal disease, and was of a pale weakly appear-
ance. She had not been able to walk till three years of age,
and had then been observed to limp. For this she was taken
to her mother's medical attendant, who merely said she would
outgrow it. She had been since then under the care of various
persons, and at different institutions, and blisters and iodine
had been used to combat the supposed inflammation of the
hip. There is no pain in the part, but the weakness of the ex-
tremity increases as the child gets older. On examination, the
left leg is seen to be much shortened, about an inch and a
half. The pelvis is quite natural in its direction, and the
whole shortening is seen to be due to a displacement of the
upper part of the femur, as the distance between the trochanter
and spine of the ilium corresponds to the extent of the short-
ening. The lead of the femur can be felt low down upon the
dorsum ilii, nmoving quite freely and loosely. The foot en-
joys great freedom of motion, and when she stands quiet,
points outwards, the ball of the foot resting upon the ground.
The diagnosis in this case is founded on the absence of all

appearance or history of previous inflammation,-on the his-
tory which seems to imply a deformity during the earliest pe-
riods of life, proportionally equal to that at present existing,
and on the apparent integrity of the head of the bone. All
these circumstances forbid the idea of inflammation or abscess
as the cause of the complaint.

ST. GEORGE'S HOSPITAL.
AMPUTATION OF THE THIGH 1'Y RECTANGULAR FLAPS.

WE lhad an opportunity of witnessing the performance of am-
putation by Mr. Teale's method the other day, in the theatre of
this hospital. The method itself was described in the JOURNAL
of last week, in a review of Mr. Teale's pamphlet. In the pre-
sent case, the operation, which was performed by Mr. Pollock,
appeared to realise the advantages which Mr. Teale has ascribed
to it, as far as the perfect co-adaptation of the flaps and the
symmiietry of the stump is concerned. Of the final result we
shall take an opportunity of speaking when giving the history
of the case itself, which was an example of a very rare affec-
tion of the lknee-joint. Mr. Teale's method certainly ensures
a mathemtiatically accurate adjustment of the parts composing
the flap; for the base of the principal flap being equal to
its length, and also to the breadth of the small posterior flap,
no interval cani be left when they are put together. The posi-
tion, also, of the lines of union, one quite behind, close to the
ligatures on the m-ain vessels, and the others well back on
either side, is very favourable to the dressing of the stump and
the escape of matter. Further experience must decide whether
these advantages are counterbalanced by any drawbacks. It
suggested itself at the time, that so long a flap might be some.
what unmnanageable in the event of secondary hbemorrhage,
and that cornfinement of matter might, perhaps, be apprehended
in the angle of the flap. The extent of raw surface exposed is
certainily muiiich greater than in the old circular operation.
Time, however,, must decide on the merits of this operation.
'We believe the general imrpression left on the minds of all those
who saw MIr. Pollock operate, was decidedly favourable to it.
The nlan has hitherto progressed extremely well.

SOUTII LONDON OPHTHALMIC HOSPITAL.
I. SOFT CATARACT IN MIDDLE AGE: OPERATION BY DIVI-

SION: RESTORATION OF SIGHT.

Under the care of J. ZACHARIAH LATJRENCE, Esq.
EDMUND B., an engineer's labourer, aged 44, was admitted
December 9th0, 1857, to the hospital, for a cataract of the right
eye of four years standing. After dilatation of the pupil with
belladonna, the crystalline lens was seen to have become opaque
and of a pale yellowish-white colour; the opacity was uniformly

diffused (not of that radiated or streaky character so generally
seen in cataracts) throughout the substance of the lens, di-
minishing, however, in density towards its circumference. All
the other visible structures of the eye appeared sound. His
vision with this eye was limited to the perception of light and
darkness; but about a twelvemonth before he became stone-blind
of the eye, since which time, however, his vision had been
gradually improving. Taking into consideration the rather
unusual features of the case, Mr. Laurence determined, in the
first instance, to see whether the improvement in sight, which
the patient had latterly remarked, would not afford him a
chance of dispensing with an operation, and it was not till
March 18th, 1858, that Mr. Laurence resolved to divide the
cataract. This was easily effected by a curved needle passed
through the outer margin of the cornea: the cataract at once
broke up into a number of light flocks, which floated, some
into the anterior, some into the posterior chambers of the eye.
The further progress of this case may be told in a few words:
iritis supervened, but was subdued by active treatment, leaving,,
however, an inflammation of the outer tunics, which terminated
in hypopion, and did not finally disappear till upwards of six
months after the operation.

October 31st, 1858. He can, with the aid of a convex glass,
distinguish objects, both as regards form and colour.

II. EXTENSIVE OPACITY OF THE LEFT CORNEA: ARTIFICIAL
PUPIL BY EXCISION: PARTIAL RECOVERY OP SIGHT.

Under the care of J. Z. LATJRENCE, Esq.
Elizabeth W., aged 57, was admitted into the hospital on

May 22nd, 1858. Four years before she could, with the aid of
spectacles, read the newspaper; but about that time, whilst
putting some coals on the fire, she suddenly felt as if she had
received a blow on her right eye: it inflamed violently, and her
sight became seriously impaired. About a year afterwards the
same sequence of events occurred in the left eye.

Left eye. A chalky-white, dense leucoma occupied the whole
cornea, except a narrow marginal ring, which had retained its
transparerncy. The pupil, after full dilatation by belladonna,
was still completely obstructed by the corneal opacity. Vision
with this eye was limited to the distinction of light from dark-
ness.

Right eye. There was a small leucoma over the centre of the
pupil, which, however, presented an ample sized ring for vision
after the use of belladonna: neither this, however, nor glasses,
in any way improved the sight, which appeared to the patient
"as if she were looking through muslin." On closer inspec-
tion a white flocculent cataract was seen floating in the poste-
rior chamber; and, as the patient moved the eye, the cataract,
by striking the iris, communicated to it a tremulous motion.
This cataract had been couched by a surgeon.
May 27th. Mr. Laurence opened the transparent part of the

cornea of the left eye with Adams's iris knife, and excised a
small portion of the iris, which he drew out by Tyrrel's hool;
the anterior chamber filled completely with blood, and the
patient declared she had become stone-blind after the opera-
tion. After a certain amount of inflammation the blood gradu-
ally, but completely, disappeared from the chamber of the eye;
and the patient left the hospital three weeks after the opera-
tion, with the sight so far restored that she could find her way
about and distinguish objects with the eye, in which, previous
to the operation, she only hadl the perception of light and dark-
ness.

PUBMc DRINKING FOUNTAINS FOR THE CITY OF LONDON. At
a recent meeting of the Court of Commnon Council, Mr. An-
derton gave notice of the following motion:-" That it be
referred to the City Lands Committee to examine and report
upon the desirability of erecting, for the benefit of the working
and labouring classes, public drinking fountains within the
city of London, with power to confer with the Commissioners
of Sewers thereon, and, if necessary, the MIetropolitan Board.
of Works. And should the same be found desirable, theni to
ascertain the sites where they would be most convenient andl
useful. Also, the probable cost of the erection of each of such
fountains, and the probable annual expense of maintaining the
same when erected, and to suggest the means for defh3aying
the costs and charges of erecting and supporting the same,
whether by voluntary contributions or otherwise; and, if by
voluntary contributions, that this Court do subscribe towards
the same such sum as the Court may hereafter in its wisdom
think fit."
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